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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 1 is drawn to a "program" perse as recited in the preamble and as 
such is non-statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 2106.IV.B.1.a. Data 
structures not claimed as embodied in computer readable media are descriptive 
material per se and are not statutory because they are not capable of causing 
functional change in the computer. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 
USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data structure per se held nonstatutory). Such 
claimed data structures do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the 
invention, which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized. In 
contrast, a claimed computer readable medium encoded with a data structure 
defines structural and functional interrelationships between the data structure and 
the computer software and hardware components which permit the data 
structure's functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. Similarly, computer 
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programs claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or 
expressions of the programs are not physical "things." They are neither computer 
components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. 
Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of 
a computer, which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

c 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 6-9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tomita et al. (25 GB Read-Only Disk System Using The Two- 
Dimensional Equalizer Yoshimi Tomita et al. Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. Vol. 40 (2001) pp. 
1716-1722). 

Tomita et al. discloses the invention as claimed. Tomita et al. shows and 
describes the electronic circuit for decoding a read signal from an optical storage 
medium, the electronic circuit having: the limit equalizer (see Figs. 7) for amplification 
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of high frequency read signal components without substantially increasing inter-symbol 
interference; and the Viterbi detector (see Fig. 7) being coupled to an output of the limit 
equalizer for providing the decoded read signal, as set forth in claims 1 , 2, 6-9 and 1 1 . 

The reference further teaches: the limit equalizer having an adjustable high boost 
coefficient (see section 2.4, that shows the description of the Limit equalizer), as set 
forth in claims 2 and 9; and the optical storage medium being a blu-ray disc (see section 
1), as set forth in claim 6. See also the description of the apparatus and figures for 
further details relating to the limitation as set forth in the claims. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-5 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

The prior art of record alone or in combination does not teach or suggest the 
electronic circuit and method for reading an optical recording medium having the 
combination of elements and steps with their recited function and process, along with 
having the further limitations as set forth in claims 3-5 and 10. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MUHAMMAD N. EDUN whose telephone number is 
571-272-7617. The examiner can normally be reached on FLEXITIME. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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